GLOBAL GARMENT INDUSTRIES; ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ISSUES:

Good morning, I am Kakoli and I represent the Satya-jyoti Trust which is based in Rajasthan in India. I am a designer by profession and for many years I worked in the garment export industry which is indeed a very large industry in India. But about four years ago, I quit the industry because there were many issues which did not make me feel good. 
· I did not want be alienated from the large agrarian economy of India which supports itself on traditional skills of hand-woven, hand spun  indigenous fabrics. 

· I did not want to work for large factories who were themselves being pushed into a corner to sell at extremely competitive prices, thus having a direct negative impact on the wages of the workers.
· I did not wish to be part of a process which had little concern for the workers’ health and the environment.

In whatever small way, I wished to be a part of a movement which could re-construct and re-build and not exploit.

This is the reason why we created the Satya-jyoti Trust.
We are a small community and we live on an organic farm. 
We grow the food that we eat. 
It is a home for a group of young women who have been victims of abuse. Other than social and emotional security, we help them to be totally self-sustaining and financially independent by making and selling high fashion clothes which are made on the farm with no modern technology and resource. 
Apart from selling from our own shop in Delhi, we have a sustained  mutually beneficial relationship with Numanu-label of love in Paris and we produce small quantities of clothes for them.
We are very happy to work with anyone who supports the social aspect of our work and helps us to be economically stable by understanding our problems.

For us what matters is not the quantity but the quality and integrity of our work and we apply the same principle to our relationship with our fabric suppliers who are either organic cotton farmers or rural artisans who spin and weave the fabric themselves. 
· There is no question of bargaining and trying to get the best deal out of them but giving them the price that they deserve.
· Although as a designer I do believe that Fashion is an expression, but as responsible citizens we try to make sure that there is no waste of energy during the process of making fibres to textiles to clothes. 
· Fashion is driven by consumer needs which are created by rapidly changing trends. Recycling old clothes and material then becomes very necessary to balance one’s desires for new trendy clothes and also be mindful of unnecessary wastage. 
One of the reasons why the handloom and vegetable dyeing sector has remained small in India is because despite some very sincere efforts by small entrepreneurs and NGO’s in some villages, there has been little support from big business houses who see no immediate profit in investing in skill upgradation and training for this sector. As a result, most of these sectors are not professionally managed and a buyer has to deal with issues of not getting the right product at the right time which leaves them dis-satisfied.
On our part as an ethical group, we work around the defects of the fabric or the dyeing, sometimes converting it into a design feature and also immediately get involved with improving the quality of the fabric rather than moving on to another supplier. This is where large organizations have a major role to play and if there is anyone amongst you here who can play that role, I will be happy to connect you with small artisan groups in India who need to know how to market their traditional skills professionally.
The reason we come to participate in the Ethical Fashion show is not to sell our clothes but to make the European community aware of the fact that although we a re a small social organization working in a village in India, with the right support (as we have received from our partners in Paris-Numanu) we are indeed capable of producing high quality clothes while keeping every ethical aspect in mind.
· Until recently, there seemed to be a big gap between ethical fashion and mainstream fashion which need not necessarily be the case. In the past few years, the quality and style  of ethical fashion has improved drastically and now a consumer can find ethical clothes for any kind of occasion: for weddings, sports, casual day wear…work.

The social and economic health of the Global garment industry can only be sound if we have the support and understanding of big corporate brands who have a role to play in maintaining the rhythm of the agrarian economy by not putting people into large factories, creating urban slums and long working hours. The good part is that in times to come, these companies have to do that anyway, because of consumer pressure and awareness, even if thay do not believe in it personally. So hopefully in the future, we will see more positive changes in the global garment industry which focuses on ethical issues.
